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ABSTRACT

ABSTRACT

Exploring the Direction of Improving the Curriculum for
the Substantialization of School Peace and Unification

Education

Kim Sang Bum
Kim Hyun-Mi
Lee Sang Ah
Kim Tae Hwan
Lee In Jung
@ The Background and Purpose of the Study

This study aims to establish the concept of Peace and Unification
Education in schools (hereafter referred to as PUE) and, in turn, to
develop its core competency and set the goals that will enable clarification
of the current status and needs of peace and unification education. It is
designed to produce practical and comprehensive policies for systematic
and sustainable instruction by shaping the global school curriculum rather

than focusing on specific subjects.

@ Examining the Trend in PUE

The historic summit held in Korea in 2018 led to a shift from conflict and
confrontation to peace and coexistence. Subsequent to this, government
administration departments, including the Ministry of Unification and
Education, offered a new direction for unification, but they have not
shared their understanding of PUE at the school level, causing school
administrators and front-line teachers to be confused about this new
direction. Therefore, this research analyzed the previous research on the

notion of PUE, its purpose and its core competencies.
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@ Conceptualizing PUE and Advancing the Core Competency

This study involves Delphi methods conducted three times and an
investigation by a 20-member panel of people from various disciplines,
including teachers, practitioners, administrators from the Ministry of
Education and local Education Offices, researchers, and university
professors. The diverse perspectives about PUE from the data collected
allowed us to formulate a unified concept of PUE and its core

competency.

@ Analyzing the Current State of PUE

This research project is designed to contribute to refinement of the
curriculum by focusing on the 2015 revised curriculum. Analysis of the
2015 curriculum demonstrates that there is a mismatch between the
definition of PUE and its core competency. Further, it reveals the need to
have more creative experiential activities, topics across subjects, and
moment education. The curriculum, textbooks, standards for writing
textbooks, and considerations in publishing textbooks were all examined.
The findings show that only 27 out of 2,530 achievement standards are
closely tied to PUE. Even this small number of standards concentrates on
just a few subjects such as ethics, social studies, and Korean. Furthermore,
it is noticeable that these categories do not successfully address
communicative competence fostering peaceful and democratic discussion.
Also, the findings indicate that it is necessary to adjust textbooks and the

criteria for textbooks to the current perspectives of PUE.

@ Analyzing the School and Social Needs to Internalize PUE

This study investigated front-line schools and social needs to identify
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necessary changes, revisions, and resources. The needs analysis involved
three stages: online written surveys were conducted in the first and third
stages, while a video conferencing approach was used in the second stage.
The participants included teachers from K-12 levels of education at six
research schools, four non-research schools, and experts from government
officials, scholars, related organizations, and NK teachers. The findings
reveal the social need for a well-defined concept and direction for PUE,
including curriculums and textbooks, instructional materials, training of
teachers with expertise, and improved legal and institutional frameworks.
This analysis has five meaningful implications for PUE.

First, to ensure the consistency of PUE, we suggest providing in-service
teacher training programs and resources. Second, it is essential to ensure
that the shift in PUE informs curriculums and textbooks and integrates
diverse perceptions about unification in classes. Third, the analysis
demonstrates that it is critical to develop instructional materials that are
engaging, reliable, and relevant to students' daily lives. These learning
materials will bring students' experience into the center of learning.
Fourth, to cultivate teachers with specialized expertise, the evolving
concept of PUE needs to be reflected in teacher training programs. In
connection with this, it is vital that diverse workshops be held to fulfill
the needs of educational community stakeholders, offering resources that
can be readily applicable in «classes. Finally, to improve legal and
institutional frameworks, it is necessary to revise certain regulations of the
Unification Education Support Act and to lay a solid foundation for active

collaboration and communication between agents of relevant constituencies.

@ Mapping Out the Direction to Achieve Meaningful PUE

To advance PUE, it is important to secure achievement standards, expand

relevant curriculums, and refine these curriculums based on the renewed
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direction of PUE. Specifically, it is necessary to move away from a South
Korean-centered thinking. Instead, we need to foster mutual understanding
and respect between South and North Korea, promoting peace and
coexistence. Then, rather than forcing an acceptance of the rationale for
reunification, we need to highlight democratic and peaceful communication,
educating students to become democratic citizens. Lastly, educators and
decision-makers should attempt to refrain from engaging with abstract
master discourses. Instead, they should prioritize how PUE affects learners'

lives.

@ Recommendations

In addition to the suggestions made above, specific recommendations
based on this research project's findings can be made. To further develop
educational expertise, it is crucial to construct systematic frameworks by
accessing a wide range of teacher training programs designed by various
communities. It is then necessary to accommodate diverse groups of
teachers for teacher training by differentiating PUE programs for
educators. Likewise, to develop more meaningful instructional resources
closely related to students' lives, more infrastructure such as spaces for
experiential learning need to be constructed. Finally, refining the
Unification Education Support Act and building participant consensus at all

levels in the PUE governance will make these recommendations possible.
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